
Since 1945, the estate has encouraged the trees
again and the area covered by woodland has grown.
Timber is still an important crop, even in the National
Nature Reserve. But society now also values woodland
for conservation and as a place to enjoy. What will the 
country want from forests like Glen Tanar in the future? 
Perhaps a shortage of oil will mean timber becomes
a vital resource again, or more tree cover may be needed 
to moderate the effects of climate change. Managing
the estate is partly about what’s needed now – and 
partly about keeping options open for what’s to come.

You’ll fi nd some fascinating stories next door about 
the people who’ve helped shape Glen Tanar’s 
changing forests.

The oldest trees grow in remote parts of the 
estate, above waterfalls. They were never 
harvested in the 1700s and 1800s, when so 
much timber was cut down and sold, because it 
was too diffi cult to fl oat the logs down the river. 
There are very few trees between 65 and 160 
years old: not many survived grazing by deer when 
the estate was managed mainly for its shooting.

Dynamic trees
Forests are never the same from one place 
to the next. On higher ground the mix of 
trees and the way they grow are very
different from down in the glen: there are 
fewer birch and aspen, which can’t survive 
the cold and wind. Individual trees are
smaller, becoming just low shrubs on the 
highest ground.

Forests change over time as well, and
with different management. Between
1945 and 1965 Glen Tanar’s forests grew 
by about 40 hectares (100 acres) a year
as the estate owner planted new trees
to replace those cut down during the
Second World War. Planting slowed down
between 1965 and 1979, but since then
the area of forest has been growing by
about 30 hectares (75 acres) a year,
mostly by natural regeneration.

Deer move naturally between the 
forest and the open hill. They’ll 
often move to higher ground in 
summer, probably to get away from 
fl ies! At other times they look for 
food and shelter among the trees: 
the forest helps them to grow 
bigger and healthier. But for the 
forest itself to be healthy, you need 
the right balance between deer 
and trees. Too many deer, and new 
seedlings get eaten; too few and 
the plants on the ground grow too 
dense for birds like black grouse.

Pine seeds will only 
germinate where there’s 
plenty of light. In a 
natural forest, clearings 
form because of wind 
damage or fi res sparked 
by lightning. The Estate 
staff create the same 
effect by clearing some 
areas and by thinning 
trees in denser areas, 
making space for new 
forest to grow.

Fire can be a forest’s great enemy, 
but Glen Tanar Estate have pioneered 
a way of using it to help the trees. 
Carefully controlled fi res burn off the 
old, thick heather, leaving bare soil 
where pine seeds can germinate.
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