
‘Five pounds and sixteen 
shillings spent at compting 
(assessing) the Forest of 
Glentanar, with five pounds, 
six shillings and eight pence 
at compting the said forrest 
a second time, being cheated 
by some of those that were 
compters at first’

From the records of forest surveys in 1693
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A place for people

Glen Tanar now is very different from the private playground Cunliffe Brooks 
created. Forest and hill paths are popular with walkers and cyclists. You can 
also explore the estate on horseback, or on skis in winter, and it’s a popular 
place to stay on holiday.

Past owners and workers would still recognise much of what happens here. 
Farming and forestry are still important parts of the estate’s business. Estate 
staff still look after the buildings and welcome guests for deer stalking, fishing 
and grouse shooting. But it now offers much more, and to a wider range of 
people, from families having a picnic by the river to wedding parties at the 
chapel. The estate’s conservation work has even wider impact: by managing 
the National Nature Reserve it is helping to look after some of Scotland’s most 
valuable environments and wildlife.

“The people who come here for a walk, who stay here on holiday, who get married here – it’s their Glen Tanar”
Claire Bruce, wife of Michael Bruce, estate owner
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Welcome to

Welcome to the Glen Tanar Visitor Centre. The centre
and the ranger service which is based here are run by the 
Glen Tanar Charitable Trust, an independent charity that 
promotes education and community work. We hope you enjoy 
discovering this beautiful place. If you’d like to know more 
about the Trust and our work please ask one of the rangers.
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The Forest

The pine forest is the glory of Glen Tanar. The estate
has some of the finest and largest areas of native 
pinewood in Britain, part of the Caledonian Forest
that once covered much of Deeside.

Much of the estate’s forest is part of the Glen Tanar 
National Nature Reserve. With support from partners 
like Scottish Natural Heritage and the Forestry 
Commission, Glen Tanar Estate manages the woods
so they can continue to support their unique habitats 
and wildlife. A key aim is to encourage the native 
pinewood to grow naturally, re-covering some of the
land with trees.

Fickle fortunes

The fortunes of the forest have ebbed and flowed. For decades, timber 
was the glen’s most important crop and new trees were planted to replace 
the thousands that were cut down. But from 1865 the new estate owner 
didn’t need any money from timber: he was more interested in shooting 
deer. Although he did some planting, the deer ate most new seedlings in 
the native pine forest.

Then came the two World Wars, which needed huge quantities of timber. 
In the last four years of the Second World War, 100,000 tons were felled. 
The estate owner at the time saved the native trees from the saws, but 
the forest was left in a sorry state by 1945.

“a beautiful and richly-wooded glen, between high hills”
Queen Victoria, Journal of a Life in the Highlands (1887)

A ring of green             
The pinewoods are part of a belt called boreal 
forest that stretches around the northern 
hemisphere. It’s an environment as important
as tropical rainforest for its habitats and wildlife. 
And because Scotland’s pine forests are right on 
the edge, they’re particularly valuable as a refuge 
for animals and plants that depend on them.

Deeside and the wider Cairngorms hold some
of Scotland’s most heavily forested areas. 
Altogether, one quarter of the country’s native 
woodland is in the Cairngorms National Park. 
Forest like Glen Tanar’s is especially important:
it includes some of the oldest trees, and much
of the new planting has used seed harvested
on the estate.
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A richt bonnie place covered 
wi a kines o’ trees stannin 

atween muckle hills
You'll find snatches of Doric, the local variant of the Scots language, 

sprinkled throughout the centre. Try reading them out loud,
and if you're not sure what they mean, ask a local!

Bog pine root

‘the impetuous Water of Tanner’

The Water of Tanar, flowing under the bridge, is part of one of the cleanest 
river systems in Europe. Fed by water from the top of Mount Keen, the 
river is home to some amazing but little-known animals.

The Water of Tanar flows into the Dee, which marks the northern edge
of the Estate. The Dee and all Glen Tanar’s streams are protected as a 
Special Area of Conservation: a Europe wide system to conserve high 
quality environments and vulnerable species. It’s not just wildlife that 
benefits from this protection. The Dee is Aberdeen’s main drinking water 
supply – the water that’s flowing under the bridge right now might be
in a tea cup in the town tomorrow.

Where heather is home

A great sweep of heather moorland makes up more than half of Glen 
Tanar estate. Much of the moor is also part of the National Nature 
Reserve – and just as important as the forest for conservation. These 
wide, open places can seem bleak and empty, but they have their own 
complex community of plants and animals.

Moorland has always been part of the mix of landscapes on Deeside, 
probably shaped by major fires that broke out naturally every few 
hundred years. Now it’s a carefully controlled environment. The purple 
hills that are such a feature of Deeside and the Cairngorms National 
Park provide grazing for cattle and sheep, and a habitat for deer and 
grouse. On a grouse moor, young birds feed on the heather and insects, 
and shelter among the low, shrubby plants. What’s good for the grouse
is also good for hundreds of insects, small animals, and birds of prey
like golden eagles.

Rummlin watter gaen doon the Tanner at an affa rate. Gees ye an affa fleg files.
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