
Michael Bruce, the current owner, 
continues to keep Glen Tanar at 
the forefront of integrated land 
management

Four generations of the same family have shaped 
Glen Tanar since Cunliffe Brooks’ time. George 
Coats, who made his fortune from the cotton 
industry in Paisley, bought the estate after Cunliffe 
Brooks died. He received a peerage for services
to industry and became the 1st Lord Glentanar.
However, it was his son Thomas who laid the
foundations for the modern estate you see today.

Thomas Coats was passionate about the great
pine forests. He studied and introduced continental 
forest management techniques that were new
to the area, planning to create a more natural
environment by mixing old and young trees.
When much of Deeside’s timber was felled to help 
the war effort during the Second World War, he 
made sure the most ancient trees were saved.

A family business
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Harry Lauder, the popular 
entertainer (centre) shares a 
joke with Thomas Coats (right). 
Thomas was a keen musician 
and actor as well as a visionary 
forester. He loved putting 
on dramatic evenings in the 
estate’s ballroom.

Jean Bruce, Thomas Coats’s 
daughter, inherited full 
responsibility for the estate 
in 1971. She agreed with the 
Nature Conservancy Council 
to set up the National Nature 
Reserve that now protects the 
glen’s special environment. This 
picture was taken on the day the 
reserve was established.
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